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The Mylodon Cave Natural Monument is a protected wildlife area that guard
the caves and eaves of Benitez hill. 1ts 189.5 heactares contain traces of natural
and cultural importance. It is located on Route Y-290,25 km from Puerto
Natales.

History

In 1895, the settler, Hermann Eberhard, visited the cave and found inside it a
strange skin with thick hair; it was the fur of an extinct animal called mylodon.
Starting whit this finding, the Mylodon Cave and its sorroundings became arich
source of evidence for knowing the past of Patagonia and humanity.

In 1968, the area was declared a Historical Monument by the Ministry of
Education, and in 1993 joined the State Protected Areas System as a Natural
Monument. Itis currently administered by CONAF.
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The Mylodon

The Mylodon darwini was:a large mammal that lived in this area between
14,500 and 10,000 years ago. Ancient relative of the modern-day sloth it
‘moved:on all fours, measured about 2m from head to tail, welghed abouta ton,
and was covered with long thick fur,

The Mylodor was an hetbivore of slow hablts, hut could'be a formidable
opponent for predators suchas big cats, because of its size, powertul claws; and
tiny hones that it had embedded inits skin, which were remnants of an.ancient
protective shell similar to that of anarmadillo.

It is the extinct animal that is present in as most amount of sites excavated in
the area.

Scientific Importance

The caves and eaves of Benitez hill have been a rich source of study for various
sciences, and the findings made here have helped us to know the history of the
[ast 18,000 years in Patagonia.

Geology has established that massive submarine avalanches gave start to the
rocks of Benitez hill and that later a glacial lake formed the caves and eaves.

Paleontology has characterized the extinct megafauna that lived here 14,500
years ago: among them, the Mylodon, 2 giant sloth; the Macrauchenia, similar
to an enormous guanaco; and the horse. These herbivores were preyed on by
the saber-toothed tiger, the Patagonian panther and the bear. These large
animals disappeared about 10,000 years ago, with the most widely accepted
explanation being that climate change, together with phenomena such as
volcanic eruptions and the arrival of the first hunters, led to their extinction.

According to archaeologists, the first inhabitants arrived in the area about
11,000 years ago. Since then, man has inhabited this land through cultural
groups that changed over time.

Upon arrival of the first European settlers, this was Aénikenk territory and
helonged to this nomadic group who were perfactly adapted to the climate of
Patagonia.
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